E 2—The Age Stratification System:  A Schematic View
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[ow, we really do not know whether there are any such fallacies terpreting as inevitable aging decline the data illustrated in el.  My biomedical colleagues in Baltimore are investigating question.  But suppose we ask more generally:  how do fallacies this occur and how can they be prevented?  In order to answer questions, we can use a powerful sociological paradigm of that is now in the making.-/  This paradigm can be useful as 1 for avoiding misinterpretation and, also, for increasing our standing of the social and psychological factors in aging and h.
f you will look at Figure 2, you can note quickly four elements .is paradigm.Z/  First, along any diagonal, individuals are . We think of them as aging from birth until death, for we cannal level—the number of years a person has attended school—declines because this person is growing older.  The apparent decline occurs because the more recent cohorts are better educated than their predecessors.  It is clear that to interpret the cross-section age differences as declines due to aging would be fallacious and would support a false stereotype. Yet, in spite of the obvious pitfalls, many cross-sectional age differences have been erroneously interpreted, and continue to be erroneously interpreted, as if they refer to the aging process.£/  It was once believed that intelligence peaks at age 17 and then steadily declines because of aging.  It was only when more appropriate research procedures were brought in that it was found, instead, that certain components of intelligence tend toves take their aches and pains for granted.  They seek ative rather than preventive or corrective treatment.  They . that doctors do not understand them. My aim is to challenge stereotype.  My message is that aging is not entirely fixed or •mined by biology.  Biological aging interacts with psychological ocial aging, resulting in varying degrees of mutability.
